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2. Expresses grave concern regarding any use of nuclear wastes that would constitute radiological
warfare and have grave implications for the national security of all States;
3. Calls upon all States to take appropriate measures with a view to preventing any dumping of
nuclear or radioactive wastes that would infringe upon the sovereignty of States;
4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to take into account, in the negotiations for a
convention on the prohibition of radiological weapons, radioactive wastes as part of the scope of such a
convention;
5. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to intensify efforts towards an early conclusion
of such a convention and to include in its report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session the
progress recorded in the negotiations on this subject;
6. Takes note of resolution CM/Res.1356 (LIV) of 1991, adopted by the Council of Ministers of
the Organization of African Unity,20 on the Bamako Convention on the Ban on the Import of Hazardous
Wastes into Africa and on the Control of Their Transboundary Movements within Africa;
7. Expresses the hope that the effective implementation of the International Atomic Energy Agency
Code of Practice on the International Transboundary Movement of Radioactive Waste will enhance the
protection of all States from the dumping of radioactive wastes on their territories;
8. Welcomes the adoption at Vienna on 5 September 1997 of the Joint Convention on the Safety
of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management, as recommended by the
participants in the Summit on Nuclear Safety and Security, held in Moscow on 19 and 20 April 1996, and
the signing of the Joint Convention by a number of States beginning on 29 September 1997, and appeals
to all States to sign and subsequently ratify, accept or approve the Convention, so that it may enter into
force as soon as possible;
9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fourth session the item entitled
“Prohibition of the dumping of radioactive wastes”.
79th plenary meeting
4 December 1998
D
MONGOLIA’S INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE STATUS
The General Assembly,
Recalling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
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Recalling also the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,22
Welcoming the decision of Mongolia to declare its territory a nuclear-weapon-free zone,
Taking note with satisfaction of the separate statements made by the nuclear-weapon States in
connection with Mongolia’s declaration of its territory a nuclear-weapon-free zone,
Bearing in mind the Final Document of the Twelfth Conference of Heads of State or Government
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Durban, South Africa, from 29 August to 3 September 1998,23 in
which the Conference welcomed and supported Mongolia’s policy to institutionalize its single State
nuclear-weapon-free status,
Proceeding from the fact that nuclear-weapon-free status is one of the means of ensuring the national
security of States,
Bearing in mind its resolution 49/31 of 9 December 1994 on the protection and security of small
States,
Welcoming Mongolia’s active and positive role in developing peaceful, friendly and mutually
beneficial relations with the States of the region and other States,
Convinced that the internationally recognized status of Mongolia will contribute to enhancing stability
and confidence-building in the region as well as promote Mongolia’s security by strengthening its
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, the inviolability of its borders and the preservation of
its ecological balance,
1.

Welcomes the declaration by Mongolia of its nuclear-weapon-free status;

2. Endorses and supports Mongolia’s good-neighbourly and balanced relationship with its
neighbours as an important element of strengthening regional peace, security and stability;
3. Invites Member States, including the five nuclear-weapon States, to cooperate with Mongolia in
taking the necessary measures to consolidate and strengthen Mongolia’s independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity, the inviolability of its borders, its economic security, its ecological balance and its
nuclear-weapon-free status, as well as its independent foreign policy;
4. Appeals to the member States of the Asia and Pacific region to support Mongolia’s efforts to
join the relevant regional security and economic arrangements;

22

Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.

23

A/53/667–S/1998/1071, annex I; see Official Records of the Security Council, Fifty-third Year,
Supplement for October, November and December 1998, document S/1998/1071.
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5. Requests the Secretary-General and relevant United Nations bodies to provide the necessary
assistance to Mongolia, within existing resources, to take the necessary measures mentioned in paragraph
3 above;
6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session on the
implementation of the present resolution;
7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fifth session an item entitled “Mongolia’s
international security and nuclear-weapon-free status”.
79th plenary meeting
4 December 1998
E
SMALL ARMS
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 52/38 J of 9 December 1997,
Convinced of the need for a comprehensive approach to promote, at the global and regional levels,
the control and reduction of small arms and light weapons in a balanced and non-discriminatory manner
as a contribution to international peace and security,
Reaffirming the inherent right to individual or collective self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations, which implies that States also have the right to acquire arms with which
to defend themselves,
Reaffirming also the right of self-determination of all peoples, in particular peoples under colonial
or other forms of alien domination or foreign occupation, and the importance of the effective realization
of this right, as enunciated, inter alia, in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by
the World Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 1993,24
Reaffirming further the urgent need for practical disarmament in the context of the conflicts the
United Nations is actually dealing with and of the weapons that are actually killing people in the hundreds
of thousands,
Reiterating its call upon Member States to implement the recommendations contained in the report
of the Secretary-General on small arms, which was prepared with the assistance of the Panel of
Governmental Experts on Small Arms,10 to the extent possible and where necessary in cooperation with
appropriate international and regional organizations and/or through international and regional cooperation
among police, intelligence, customs and border control services,
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A/CONF.157/24 (Part I), chap. III.
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